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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and 
kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 72.

RESPONSE:
All nations on earth shall fall prostrate before 
you, O Lord.

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,
 to a king’s son your justice,
 that he may judge your people in justice,
 and your poor in right judgement. ℟
2. In his days shall justice fl ourish, 
 and great peace till the moon is no more.
 He shall rule from sea to sea,
 from the River to the bounds of the earth. ℟
3. The kings of Tarshish and the islands
 shall pay him tribute.
 The kings of Sheba and Seba
 shall bring him gifts.
 Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
 all nations shall serve him. ℟
4. For he shall save the needy when they cry,
 the poor, and those who are helpless.
 He will have pity on the weak and the needy,
 and save the lives of the needy. ℟
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the east, 
and have come to worship the Lord. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
We have seen his star in the East, and have come 
with gifts to adore the Lord.
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CHRISTMAS – EPIPHANY

Epiphany of the Lord  Year B 
Divine Offi ce: Week II  3 January 2021

Journey of the Magi

An Ethiopian artist’s impression of the Adoration of the Magi
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(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Pr=Priest; Ab=Abbot

Mon 4 Jan  Liturgy of the Day
1 John 3:22–4:6; Psalm 2; Matthew 4:12-17.23-25
God's path for us would be a whole lot easier if God 
were less subtle and more direct. Obvious signs would 
be most helpful! But how humbling that God trusts us, 
with prayer and grace, to choose the best we can.

Sun 10 Jan BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Isaiah 55:1-11; Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6; Mark 1:7-11
John considered himself unworthy to even loosen 
the thong of Jesus’ sandals. Yet surely he came as 
close as anyone could. His humility and devotion 
to Jesus is a model for us all.

Fri 8 Jan  Liturgy of the Day
1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147; Luke 5:12-16
I cannot, and need not, solve my problems myself. It 
is said that the root of sin is resisting relying on God 
– thinking we don't need God, or that we can do it 
ourselves. God, I turn all my problems over to you.

Thu 7 Jan (St Raymond of Penyafort, Pr)  
1 John 4:19–5:4; Psalm 72; Luke 4:14-22
We only know how to love ourselves and others be-
cause God loved us fi rst. Dr Seuss says, "Hurt people 
hurt people," but the opposite is also true: Loved 
people love people. That is what we are called to do.

Wed 6 Jan Liturgy of the Day
1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 72; Mark 6:45-52
Our fears seem to have an uncanny power over us. 
They can infl uence our decisions and stop us in our 
tracks. We are never completely safe, but God's con-
stant presence is the only source of calm in our storm.

Tue 5 Jan Liturgy of the Day  
1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 72; Mark 6:34-44
Loving God does not make us good. God's love for 
us make us good. All love comes from God. In your 
prayer, allow God to speak through all the love that 
has been poured into your life, and into the world.

Sat 9 Jan  (St Adrian of Canterbury, Ab)
1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149; John 3:22-30
Often it takes a true act of faith, not felt confi dence, 
to continue praying, and somehow it's that faith that 
seems important to God. When you feel your prayer 
is not heard, act on the confi dence St John expresses.

In 1927 the Anglo-American poet, T.S. 
Eliot, wrote a poem entitled “Journey of 
the Magi”. The poem began with one of the 

Magi complaining about the tough time they 
had had: 

‘A cold coming 
we had of it, 

Just the worst 
time of the year

 For a journey 
and such a long 
journey:’

While using the 
image of a long and 
difficult journey, 
the poet evokes the 
journey of life, the 
regrets, the sheer 
inconveniences, 
the  search  fo r 
meaning: 

‘With the voices 
singing in our ears, 
saying

That this was all folly’.
While it is entirely possible to read the poem 

as an account of the long years of waiting by 
the Chosen People for the coming of their 
Messiah, the poet himself builds up to a central 
question:

‘were we laid all that way for
Birth or Death?’
There was a birth, indeed; the birth of a 

child, born to be king, Jesus the Lord. But 
this was a birth which heralded a death: the 
death of the same Jesus. The wise travellers 
were experiencing death and birth: death 
of the old dispensation and birth of wholly 
new life.

Today’s feast of the Epiphany is another 
drawing aside of the veil on God’s reality. For 
the shepherds God used the song of the angels 
and the visit to the manger, for the learned 
scribes God used the Sacred Scriptures, for 
Herod the wise men themselves and for the 
Magi, the Star of Wonder. For us today the 

Liturgy of Word and Sacrament proclaim the 
glory of God which is to be brought about by 
the life, death and resurrection of “the child 
with his mother”.

The whole  o f 
Chap te r  60  o f 
Isaiah, from which 
the fi rst reading is 
taken today, is a 
prose poem on the 
splendour of the 
new Jerusalem. It 
is a poem on light, 
the light of God 
shining in the New 
Jerusalem. Laced 
with words l ike 
‘shine’, ’ ‘glory’, 
‘brightness’, ‘radi-
ance’, the message 
is clear. We are 
being invited into 
a new world, a new 

heaven and a new earth – and it has begun 
already.

Paul reassures the Ephesians (and us) in 
the second reading that we all now share in 
this glorious inheritance, we are “parts of the 
same body” and the same promise has been 
made to us, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel 
(Ephesians 3:6).

 Like many tyrants and political leaders before 
and after him, Herod was intensely alert to any 
threat to his power. Talk of the birth of a king 
of the Jews unsettled him and fear of a rival 
dominated him. Hence the importance of the 
quotation from Micah in today’s gospel.When the 
wise men asked ‘Where is the infant king of the 
Jews?’, Herod was so perturbed that he sent for 
all the chief priests and scribes who in referring 
to Micah made it clear that Bethlehem was the 
birth place of the ‘leader who will shepherd 
my people Israel’. This accurate interpretation 
sealed the fate of the holy innocents.

Birth and Death, aspects of this feast and of 
all human existence.  

R20 plus delivery

A succinct and careful 
explanation of a complex yet 
increasingly commonplace 
pastoral situation, this book 
seeks to help both those 
affected by divorce and those 
who strive to minister to them. 
It is rooted in the conviction 
that whatever the marital 
situation, God never abandons 
us and is always ready to bring 
healing and wholeness.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 


