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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who 
could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, 
O God of Israel.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-10.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 23.

RESPONSE:
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for length of 
days unending.

1. The Lord is my shepherd;
 there is nothing I shall want.
 Fresh and green are the pastures
 where he gives me repose.
 Near restful waters he leads me;
 he revives my soul. ℟
2. He guides me along the right path,
 for the sake of his name.
 Though I should walk in the valley 

of the shadow of death,
 no evil would I fear, for you are with me.
 Your crook and your staff will give me comfort. ℟
3. You have prepared a table before me
 in the sight of my foes.
 My head you have anointed with oil;
 my cup is overfl owing. ℟
4. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
 all the days of my life.
 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
 for length of days unending. ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we 
might know what is the hope to which he has 
called us. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who 
seek the Lord lack no blessing.

❈

❈
CHURCH OF  THE  WORD

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week IV  11 October 2020

The “Catholic” Letters

The Crucifi xion of St Peter by Caravaggio (c.1600)

Towards the end of the New Testament 
you will fi nd a group of letters, collectively 
called the “Catholic Letters” or, “Letters to 

all Christians”. They are James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 
2 & 3 John, and Jude. 
The use of the word 
“Catholic” means that 
they were written for 
all Christians. It is 
impossible to comment 
on all seven letters 
in this short article. 
Perhaps a general idea 
will be possible.

T h e r e  a r e  t w o 
apostles called James, 
but the author of the 
letter of James we can 
rightly call James the 
Younger (sometimes 
ca l l ed  “ James  the 
Less”). He was the son 
of Alpheus. This James 
was a blood relative of 
Jesus. He became the 
fi rst bishop of Jerusalem 
and a leader in the 
Council of Jerusalem. 
The other James (the 
“Elder”) was the brother 
of John and their father 
was Zebedee. This is 
the James honoured in 
Santiago di Compostela 
– endpoint of the famous Camino in Spain.

James wrote for Jewish Christians living abroad 
to strengthen their faith and knowledge of Jesus. 
He tries to explain the relationship between the 
Torah (The Law) and the life and teachings of 
Jesus. He is concerned about respect for the poor 
and is devastating in his critique of the rich who 
neglect the poor. 

Peter as we know messed up badly but 
becomes fully reconciled with Jesus his Master. 
His two letters encourage us in our faith journey 
not to give up during hard times. He wrote to 
fellow-Christians who faced persecution in their 
own hometowns, counselling faith, obedience, 
and patience. He shows us that through Christ 

we can endure anything. And he practiced what 
he preached. Legend has it that he wanted to be 
crucifi ed upside down because he did not feel 
worthy to be crucifi ed like his Lord. He teaches 

us that transformation 
is possible despite our 
failures.

Jude. Among the 
twelve apostles there 
were two named Judas. 
We know about Judas 
Iscariot. The other was 
nicknamed Jude to 
distinguish him from 
Iscariot. He is known 
today as “patron of 
hopeless cases”. His 
letter of only 25 verses 
speaks  about  how 
to refer to Jesus as 
“Messiah”, “the Lord”, 
“Our Lord and Master”. 
He alerts his readers to 
false teachers prowling 
a r o u n d  d e c e i v i n g 
Christians. He offers a 
crisp summary of the 
implications of Christian 
love of neighbour and 
concludes his letter with 
a beautiful prayer of 
praise.  

John. It is impossible 
to read the fi rst of the 

three letters of John without fi nding echoes of 
the Gospel of John. It has similar themes: light 
and darkness; grace and sin; union and division; 
and most of all, the language of love. Divisions 
had arisen in some early communities, especially 
about Jesus. Some so stressed the divinity of 
Jesus as to lose sight of his humanity; others 
failed in the central message of love of God and 
neighbour; and issues of community versus 
individual had arisen. 

2 John was written by the “Elder” to the “Lady, 
the Chosen One”, and 3 John to “my dear friend 
Gaius”. Both letters contain warnings about “the 
enemies of Christ” while still retaining John’s 
emphasis on love.
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Mon 12 Oct Liturgy of the Day
Galatians 4:22-24.26-27.31–5:1; Psalm 113; Luke 11:29-32
Many people's faith today centres around miracles 
and signs, but God wants to give us so much more. 
If we could but recognise who Jesus really is for us, 
we would receive riches beyond our desires.

Sun 18 Oct 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 45:1.4-6; Psalm 96; Matthew 22:15-21
Just as we watch over our loved-ones, God 
watches over us. In our own loving and limited way 
we reveal  in our caring that our God remains with 
us as a loving presence, guarding us at all times.

Sat 17 Oct  St Ignatius of Antioch, BM
Ephesians 1:15-23; Psalm 8:2-7; Luke 12:8-12
Grief comes to all of us at various times in our lives. Of-
ten there is nothing we can do or say that will quell the 
pain of loss of a loved-one. Sometimes all we can do is 
be there, holding out our arms to embrace their grief. 

Fri 16 Oct  (St Margaret Mary Alacoque, V)
Ephesians 1:11-14; Psalm 33; Luke 12:1-7
Holiness is not primarily about moral excellence, 
spiritual athleticism or human achievement. Rather, 
it is about being drawn, by grace, into a dignity 
infi nitely beyond our merits or expectations.

Thu 15 Oct St Teresa of Avila, VD  
Ephesians 1:1-10; Psalm 98; Luke 11:47-54
It is unlikely that any of us will be martyred for our 
faith or for a great cause, but we are most certainly 
compelled by our faith to testify to the truth even, 
or especially, when it is unpopular.

Wed 14 Oct (St Callistus I, PM)
Galatians 5:18-25; Psalm 1; Luke 11:42-46
We are in a constant state of judging – measuring our-
selves up to other people. But God's measurement of 
our lives is how well we love and serve our neighbours. 
Lord, help me to judge less and love more.

Tue 13 Oct Liturgy of the Day  

Galatians 5:1-6; Psalm 119; Luke 11:37-41
Just like a virus, there is a disease caused by unkind 
words, selfi sh acts, dishonest dealings. What we say 
and do can have long-lasting and injurious results. 
Be mindful of your thoughts and intentions.

Visit our online bookstore at 

www.rpp.org.za
Should you have any enquiries please 

contact Janet at 082 667 3857


